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Half Page       $15.00
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To insert your flyers $15.00
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Touch-A-Quarter is published quarterly by the 
State Council of Illinois Square Dance 
Associations (SCISDA).  It is for all members of 
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everybody read it.  You can post it on your 
bulletin board, pass it around, or reproduce it for 
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reserve the right to edit, omit, or re-write all or 
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Aug. 15 for Sept. 15 Issue
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SCISDA ADVERTISING POLICY

The Board of Directors of the State Council of 
Illinois Square Dance Associations affirmed the 
following policy with regard to advertising:

Touch-A-Quarter is published 
for the dancers and will accept 
square dance related ads only.

The practice of including flyers 
in exchange with neighboring 
states will continue if the 
organization furnishes the editors 
with a sufficient number of flyers.

No advertising will be accepted 
that is in direct conflict with 
SCISDA.
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Association:                                             Club: 

Return this information with your check made payable to SCISDA to:

Touch-A-Quarter

Ruth & Larry Wehmeier

512 E. Fast, P.O. Box 165

Mackinaw, IL 61755-0165
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TO THE ILLINOIS
Square Dance Web Site Connection

MEMORIAL TO BOB CURTIS
Square Dancing lost one of its greatest friends 
on October 15, 2003.

J. Robert “Bob” Curtis, of Quincy, IL died at 
10:50 p.m. Wednesday, October 15 in 
Memorial Medical Center in Springfield, IL. 

He was born on Feb. 26, 1945 in Jacksonville, 
a son of John and Nellie Jackson Curtis.  He 
married Kathryn Vahle on July 23, 1966, in St. 
Rose Catholic Church in Quincy.  She 
survives.

Bob was a 1963 graduate of Bluffs High 
School.  He started work at Quincy University 
on Aug. 21, 1981 in the maintenance 
department.  Bob was honored with the 
University’s Service Award in 2000 for his 
handling of the HVAC systems at the 
University.  He also owned and operated Bob 
Curtis Service Co. for over 30 years.  He was 
a U.S. Navy Veteran.  He was a member of 
the St. Peter Catholic Church.  He was a 
member of the Refrigeration Service Engineers 
Society for over 30 years form which he 
received numerous awards.  He was selected 
to be included in the Strathmore’s “Who’s 
Who” publications for achievement in his

profession.  He was a member of the Silver 
Dollars Square Dance Club and the Q-City 
Square Dance Club.  He was the Immediate 
Past President if the State Council of Illinois 
Square Dance Associations and served the 
1995 Chairman of the Illinois State Square 
Dance Convention.  Bob and Kathy have 
attended every National Square Dance 
Convention since they began dancing.  Bob 
greatly enjoyed traveling in his motor home 
and spending time with his grandchildren.  He 
also loved his puppy, Annie.

Mickey and I wish to express our deepest 
condolences to Kathy and the family.  Bob and 
Kathy have both been very good friends to us 
for a number of years.  Mickey and I are happy 
that we had the opportunity to spend some 
time with Bob on the Sunday before his 
surgery.   Bob Curtis was a man who will be 
missed by many.

Bill & Mickey

Touch-A-Quarter On-Line
The Touch-A-Quarter is on line 

and current.  To view the Touch-A-Quarter 
online you must have Adobe Reader installed 
on your computer.

Adobe Reader 5.05 is available 
for a free download at www.adobe.com and 
should be downloaded and installed prior to 
trying to go to the Touch-A-Quarter Online.

To see the Touch-A-Quarter Online, go to 
the Illinois Square Dance Web Site (see 
below) and follow the links to the Touch-A-
Quarter.

http://www.billbirge.com



Important Dates To Remember – 2004

Jan  24 Bachelor 'N' Bachelorettes of Northern Illinois SUPER DANCE X Solid Gold Recording Artists:  

Tom Manning, Bob Asp, and Doug & Don Sprosty on the squares 2:00 - 5:00 pm; Rosalee & Tom Clark

on the rounds, pre-rounds 1:30 - 2:00 pm, Trinity Lutheran Church, 405 S. Rush, Roselle, Il .

Feb 8 MCASD Sweetheart Dance, Alan B. Shepard H.S. 13049 S. Ridgeland Ave., in Palos Heights, a southern

suburb of Chicago from 2:00-5:00 PM.  Ozzie Pearl and Jerry Hill will be the featured callers with Ron

Ashenden on rounds. 

Feb 22 Chatham Chummy Chainers JAMBOREE, Don McConnell, M.C.,  Area Callers, Food & Prizes

Sugar Creek Methodist Church, 1022 New City Road, Chatham, IL.) 2 – 5 pm

Mar 14 Calico Twirlers JAMBOREE, Litchfield, IL, Don McConnell, M.C., Area Callers, Food & Prizes

Litchfield Community Center, 2-5 pm.

Mar 21 Prairie Promenaders FREE JAMBOREE w/ Ozzie Pearl & The Mountaineers – Mansfield, IL

FREE ADMITTANCE, Square Dance Shop, Door Prizes, Food – Fun! GREAT MUSIC BY

THE NUMBER ONE SQUARE DANCE BAND IN THE MIDWEST !

May 1, 2 May Festival- Edison School, Pekin, IL- Featured Caller: Tom Roper, Cuer: Leta Thomas

June 6 Steeleville Plus Level Dinner Dance, American Legion Hall, Steeleville, IL Wood Floor, A/C

Callers Mark Turner & Jerry Rash,  Rounds:  Donna Barks – Pre-Registrations crdg@egyptian.net

July 11 The RASH BASH, Advanced Reservations Required, Limited to 15 squares.  Free Barbecue dinner for all

dancers attending this special dance.  @ Fishers Lions Club, Springdale Dr., Fishers, IN  317-984-3821

July 30, 31 Illinois State Square and Round Dance Convention – Macomb, IL Featured Caller:  Dee Dee Dougherty

Dates and Places of National Square Dance Conventions

2004 53rd National SD Convention - Denver, Colorado - June 23 - 26, 2004

2005 54th National SD Convention - Portland, Oregon - June 22 - 25, 2005

2006 55th National SD Convention – San Antoine, TX - June 21 - 24, 2006 

2007 56th National SD Convention – Charlotte, NC June 20 – 23, 2007

mailto:crdg@egyptian.net


2004 ILLINOIS STATE CONVENTION

By Bob & Shirley Schwartz

We had a wonderful state Convention at Western, IL. University at 
Macomb.  We will be there for one more year before the Convention moves to
DeKalb, IL.  The facility is very nice and all the dancers especially enjoyed the 
wood floors.  

It is time to think about and plan for a successful Convention in 2004.  
All of you who came last year pass the information to your friends and bring them
with you next year.

Dee Dee Dougherty-Lottie will be the featured caller.  I know all of you 
enjoy her calling.  As the chairman of the 2004 Convention I am working to make 
this a fun time for everyone, and I am working on solving a few problem areas.  We 
will have good square dancing, rounds, and lines, style show and sewing clinic.

Would you do your part to support our Convention and pray for our 
activity?  We need a revival.  Let's get excited about our activity like we were 20 - 30 
years ago.  Square Dancing is a wonderful recreational activity and we need not to 
forget that.  Let's all do our part to see it succeed.

The Convention will be one week later because the students are still 
on campus the week before.  So we will be there on July 30, 31 and Aug 1.  When 
calling for hotel rooms be sure to call the local number rather than the 800 
numbers. 

There will be numerous signs directing you to the appropriate places 
for the 2004 Convention.  Some dancers found it difficult to find their way around a 
new facility.  The first year in a different facility always presents challenges, but 
what few small bugs we found last year will be worked out this year.  

This is a fantastic facility in which to hold a Square Dance Convention.  
The sound was the best most of us can remember, and who among us did not like 
dancing on such great WOODEN floors.

We look forward to seeing all of you and your friends in Macomb.



COME DANCE SOME MORE AT THE 21st YEAR FOR THE

ILLINOIS STATE SQUARE & ROUND  DANCE CONVENTION

At  WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY - MACOMB, IL.

THE THEME FOR THE 2004 STYLE SHOW WILL BE

"STYLES FOR YOUR DANCING PLEASURE"

Many of you have participated in the style show in  past years and remember how much 
fun you had in creating or finding that "SPECIAL OUTFIT" and modeling it on stage.

Some may have wondered if the models were just a chosen few, or if the outfit had to be a 
one-of-a- kind original.

The answer to both questions is NO NO NO!   I'd like to hear from anyone, (couples, 
singles, or  families), that is interested in participating in the  2004 fashion show.

Please send a card or letter letting me know of  your interest so I can put you on the 
mailing list.

(Be sure to include your return address)

Please let me know As Soon As Possible so that you don't  miss out on any mailings.

Shirley Schwartz

907 E. 2000th. Street

Liberty, IL. 62347-3406

Ph. (217) 645-3302  



Announces the 2004

May Festival

Tom Roper                         Leta Thomas May 1 & 2, 2004 
 

Edison School 
Pekin, IL 

 
Make Your Reservations Early 

 
Registration Chairmen 

 
Ed & Iris Gaitros  -  309-346-2954 

eMail   ediris@bwsys.net 

The Illinois Federation of Square & Round Dance Clubs May Festival will be hosted by 
the Circle Eight Square Dance Club of Pekin in 2004.  The Circle Eights will welcome 
everybody’s assistance and attendance as they work and plan for a great, fun dance 
weekend for 2004. 



By Marilyn Grimshaw

One of the last things of interest that I mentioned in the September issue was about 
us getting into the Pekin, IL Marigold Festival Parade.  Well it turned out to be a great parade day 
and 28 dancers showed up to help us decorate the float.  Needless to say, with all those willing 
hands it took us no time at all to get the job done.  24 of the 28 rode on the float, while the other 4 
went off to other duties connected with the Festival itself.  It was wonderful to have all that help not 
only to decorate the float but to follow us home and help us get the float back into the garage for 
the winter.  By the way, I almost forgot to mention that 7 of our 9 PASDA clubs were represented in 
the parade.  Gean Dentino was also there with her music.

At the end of August, our PASDA Association sponsored an annual benefit dance to 
help keep our Heartland’s Heartbeat Paper alive.  All of us on the Heartland Board wish to thank all 
the folks that made that benefit dance a big success.  It’s always heartwarming to see how many 
folks are willing to give of their time and energies to help others.  All PASDA officers and all clubs 
in PASDA were present.  We wish to thank Tom Douglas for calling a great dance.  He even 
entertained us with a couple of songs as he played his guitar.  He also told a few jokes as we all 
enjoyed cool refreshing root beer floats.

I believe there were about 5 squares of dancers on hand and visiting callers were 
Herb & Pat Edwards and Novis & Evelyn Franklin. Gean Dentino was on hand to do the lines.  It 
was a wonderful evening for all in attendance.

One more of the demonstrations I wish to mention was the one at the Farm Bureau 
Building in Peoria, IL.  Ten (10) couples showed up to entertain the Prime-Timers (Senior Group) 
and once again Herb Edwards did a great job of calling for the dancers and getting the audience 
involved.

Speaking of Herb Edwards; as president of the Illinois Callers Association he held 
their annual meeting at his home and then brought the dance to the Creve Couer Community 
Center.  It too was a very nice dance.  9 or 10 callers stayed around for the dance, while others 
had to leave.  One cuer stayed for the dance, and there were lots of goodies for all to enjoy.

A FEW MORE SPECIAL DANCES

September 9 - Circle Eights had a group of dancers numbering about 6 squares
enjoying the calling of National Caller, Tom Roper.  All enjoyed good food and a great time.

October 10 - Morton Whirl-A-Ways held a special pie night dance featuring Jerry 
Haag from Wyoming and Texas.  I don’t know have numbers, but I’m sure it was a good crowd.  
There were lots of pies for all to enjoy.

October 19 - The October IFSRDC fall dance and meeting was held in Lincoln, IL.  
Hosted by the Linpro Squares, they had 78 paid dancers plus several callers and spouses were 
present.  Pam Stultz did rounds and Bev McRoberts did lines.  The dance and meeting went along 
quite well, despite the sad news that hit a lot of people hard. This was the news that Bob Curtis 
had passed away after open heart surgery.  Several people left early to attend the 3 PM visitation 



By Marilyn Grimshaw (continued)

In Quincy.  Bob was a dedicated hard working advocate of square dancing on all levels.  He will be 
missed in the square dance world that he dearly loved.  Our deepest sympathy goes out to his 
wife, Kathy, and the family.

October 31 brought some spooky looking square dancers to Freedom Hall in Morton 
to the annual PASDA calendar dance.  We all had a good time trying to guess who was who under 
those masks.  The evening went fast for the 6+ squares of dancers who danced to Dale McRoberts 
with Bev on the lines.  Snacks were plentiful for all the dancers to enjoy.  It’s always great to see all 
the PASDA member clubs represented to support the PASDA project.

On November 2nd the Peoria Park Promenaders held their 6th annual St. Jude Benefit 
Dance.  116 paid dancers were on hand to donate to 72 different raffles.  A bake sale was 
available, numerous door prizes were awarded, cake walk donations also added to the income.  
There were a number of observers in attendance as well.  Herb Edwards, along with Novis & 
Evelyn Franklin served as M.C.s for the dance.  There were three line dance instructors present, 
Gean Dentino, Jerry Rowe, and Ruth Paxton.  Ruth was club caller for the Promenaders for many 
years, until moving to South Carolina.  She and Lester come back each year for the St. Jude’s 
Benefit.  Guest callers included Ruth Paxton, Dave Roush, and a student caller, Jay Whisler.

On September 22nd, The River Valley Cloggers celebrated their 25th anniversary.  
Following that, on October 10, the Morton Whirl-A-Ways celebrated their 42nd anniversary.  All  the 
members and guests enjoyed the Ice Cream and Cake.  The late Wayne Boynton was the first club 
caller for the Whirl-A-Ways, followed for a couple of years by a caller named Don Strunk.  Dale 
McRoberts has been the club caller since.  The club is celebrating its 42nd anniversary, and Dale 
has been the club caller for the last 24 years, having taught lessons for the past 25 years.

On October 18 the Caterpillar Belles N Beaus celebrated their 53rd year.  Tho the 
name was changed due to a merger some years ago, the Caterpillar Club has been a very active 
club.  Once again there was cake and ice cream for all to enjoy. A good number of dancers had a 
great time dancing to the calling of Don McConnell.

WE SEND HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THREE CLUBS

Square dance numbers may be lower than we’d like to hear, but our long lasting dedicated dancers 
are still climbing high.  Jointly those three clubs represent 120 years of steady square dancing and 
we hope the numbers pick up and we hope that all clubs KEEP ON KEEPING ON & Dancing for 
many, many, many more years.



Submitted by Ed Haering

SWEETHEART DANCE

Put February 8, 2004 on your calendar for one of the best dances in the Chicago 
Area -

The MCASD SWEETHEART DANCE.

MCASD sponsors two major dances a year - the Great Pumpkin Ball (formerly the
Oktoberfest) in October and the Sweetheart Dance in February.  The Great Pumkpin
Ball this year was attended by over 450 dancers.

The sweetheart dance will be held at the Alan B. Shepard H.S. 13049 S. Ridgeland 
Ave., in Palos Heights, a southern suburb of Chicago from 2:00-5:00 PM.  Ozzie 
Pearl and Jerry Hill will be the featured callers with Ron Ashenden on rounds.  This 
year there will be a special hall for MAINSTREAM DANCERS with many callers and 
Dave Sutton as the MC.  For the first time, this year students in lessons will be 
admitted FREE to dance in the mainstream hall and see how the rest of us enjoy 
dancing.  So, bring all your students and enjoy an afternoon of great dancing.  
Admission is $5 in advance and $6 at the door.  For more information, call (708) 747-
0105 or (708) 636-7546.

Several vendors, The Coat Tree and Square & Circulate, will be present for your 
shopping pleasure.    

HOME PAGE

The MCASD Home Page - http://squaredancechicago.com is one of the best 
resources for square dancers in the Chicago area and visitors who may be visiting in 
the Chicago and Northeast Illinois area.  It contains information about all clubs 
(MCASD, NISDA & RRADA) including their flyers (if available) and dance schedules 
sorted by caller, club, cuer, date, etc. to make it easy to find just the dance to suit 
your needs.  Visit the site often because changes are made to the site as these 
changes are made known to the MCASD webmaster.

http://squaredancechicago.com/

